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Area Report - This is a follow up to the Totland Pier Head application. It is for information and
perhaps appropriate to the proposed Marine Science, Coastal Ecology and Biodiversity working
group.

Totland Pier Head Extension 2021
Environmental Impact. An interesting issue of land and sea based works in an MCZ
As council will know we agreed to take a neutral position last month on the application to
extend the pier head. At the time of writing no final decision has yet been made though I
anticipate approval with conditions.
As an interesting case study for the proposed Marine Science, Coastal Ecology and
Biodiversity working group, I set out below the various documents submitted by SPS,
Natural England and The Ecology officer of the IWC. These give a feel for the issues and the
likely impact on the MCZ and how the statutory consultees view the issue, which is worth
noting for the future.
Please note the actual new restaurant on the end of the pier and the mooring of boats to
the NE side of the pier have already received approval. This only concerns the enlargement
of the pier head structure on the end and the SW side.
SPS comment:
I am writing on behalf of the Solent Protection Society of which I am a council member.
The Society would prefer that the pier head was not extended within the Marine
Conservation Zone, however, we welcome the additional information provided by the dive
survey and ecological report.
In the light of these reports we are neutral on whether the pier head is extended. We
support the efforts by the owner to repair and restore the existing structure and provide a
high quality commercial use that hopefully will safeguard its future and promote
employment and environmental tourism.
The seagrass beds are of high ecological value. They hold protected species such as seahorse
and have an important role in carbon capture. Effects on the sea grass and to a lesser
extent the rocky reef habitat is the Achilles heel of the proposal. To this extent the
conditions imposed on the earlier application by IWC and MMO on visiting boats and
keeping them away from the seagrass beds are crucial. We would suggest that the main
seagrass bed is marked by buoys.

The small patch of seagrass beneath the proposed extension may well not survive the
works, so relocating it if possible and keeping the pier structure consistent may well be
preferable, though Natural England‘s view will be important here.
We have some suggestions for where marine life can be promoted under the pier structure,
which we would encourage. Although these may not be suitable for individual planning
conditions a general condition to promote further biodiversity beneath the pier may well
be. For example some or all of these:





Join with Blue Marine to install oyster cages.
Provide lobster and crab habitat beneath the pier.

There will be some loss in biodiversity by removing old and presumably rotted
wooden piles. These would be home to many interesting creatures. Rather than
discarding these piles could they be placed on the seabed as habitat?
Installation of Vertipools, developed by Artecology on the Isle of Wight, to piles to
provide habitat for marine intertidal species.

For Natural England Comment:
(See next page)

Ecology Officer comment:
To Maria Bishop, Development Management
From Grace Booth, Ecology Officer
Email grace.booth@iow.gov.uk
Date 3rd February 2021
Reference 20/02263/FUL - Totland Pier, Madeira Road, Totland Bay, Isle of Wight, PO39
Proposal: Proposed extension to pier head
Various planning applications have been submitted for this site and approval for
development of a café at the pier head has been granted. This proposal is to extend the pier
head by 160m2 through installation of further piles and decking. This will provide additional
outdoor seating associated with the café.
It is noted that a MMO marine license (No. L/2020/00337/1) was granted for the proposed
extension to the pier where the scheme includes a floating pontoon and 15 swing moorings
to the north. Natural England have now removed objections to the planning proposals based
on information contained within the marine license. These comments take into account the
documents there as well as those submitted with the planning application.
The piling is now designed to ensure that the area of identified Zostera is clear of any new
structure and 2 of the piles are offset. As such the MCZ Assessment completed by the MMO
concludes that direct impacts to the seagrass is avoided. Indirect impacts such as shading
are screened out from the assessment because Zostera is shown to be on the outer
perimeters of the pier and had established with the pier already present.
I advise that a Zostera translocation project plan is secured to ensure the long-term survival
of this species. This was originally proposed through development, but an assessment has
not been submitted this time. The MMO license process recognises this approach as
suitable compensation for any losses. This is a novel approach for seagrass conservation
and as such little is known about the best methods. Therefore, a monitoring strategy should
accompany translocation plans and this will inform future evidence on plans and activities
requiring mitigation.
Translocation is required to meet the aims of the NPPF where paragraph 174 states “b)
promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity”. Also, paragraph 175 which
states “d) development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity
should be supported; while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and
around developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable
net gains for biodiversity”.
Protection and enhancement of Zostera also contributes to policy DM12 of the local plan
where “the Council will support proposals that conserve, enhance and promote the
landscape, seascape, biodiversity and geological interest of the Island. Development
proposals will be expected to:
1. Protect the integrity of international, national and local designations relating to landscape,
seascape, biodiversity and geodiversity and the reasons for these designations and the
weight given to them and enhance their features of interest wherever possible. Whereby
translocation and monitory should further our understanding of this species for
conservation.”

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Grace Booth,
Ecology Officer

MR 28.2.21

Area Report - Newport Harbour revision order.
I undertook to look into this some more. While I have not read it in detail I understand from the local
paper that the order has now been agreed by the MMO and Parliament.
The main factor seems to be that the C19 Harbour act only allowed 3 year leases which severely
restricts getting much needed new development on the harbour quayside as part of the
regeneration plan.
The revision order now allows longer leases to prospective tenants.
This seems a sensible way forward and probably corrects some earlier development that may have
fallen foul of the restrictions.

Area Report - Medina River Salt Marsh Project.
I said I would investigate this some more and I will send an attachment with the two updates from
Cowes Harbour commission.
This project includes both NE and The IWC as Newport Harbour Authority so all the tidal river is
involved. Others such as HIWWT and Blue Marine are also involved.
SPS has also made representations to MMO about beneficial use of dredgings in the river.
I think SPS should write to support the project, which is at an early stage, and see if it is worth us
getting more involved in some way. The river is quite badly polluted with nitrates I think.

[Updates from the Cowes Harbour Commission are included on the following pages]

River Medina Salt Marsh project.

Wildlife and Conservation
The River Medina lies in a wide shallow valley bordered by mudflats and areas of saltmarsh, which
are essential to the estuary’s ecosystem. The estuary’s mud is full of tiny creatures, marine worms
and snails, which provide a rich food source for resident and visiting waterbirds. The estuary is also
full of fish, and cormorants can be seen all year diving underwater to feed. In winter they are joined
by little grebes, goldeneye, and in summer months by the spectacular terns.
Saltmarsh
Areas of saltmarsh provide a safe haven for young birds in summer and are important resting and
feeding sites for birds throughout the tidal cycle. They contain rare and vulnerable plants and
provide important nutrients for wildlife. Saltmarsh is also economically important as it is part of the
natural capital, or the world’s natural assets, that provide ‘ecosystem services’ that benefit people.
Saltmarsh provides ecosystem services such as flood management, nursery sites for commercial fish
species and support for our recreational uses. It also absorbs and binds carbon from the atmosphere
and nutrients from the water, effectively reducing pollution.
There is a relatively small amount of saltmarsh habitat in the Medina Estuary, but it is a very
important feature of our local marine protected area. Annual photographic monitoring of the
saltmarsh in the Medina Estuary takes place in June to record the extent and composition of
saltmarsh and any change in the height or level of the banks. The monitoring is done to show any
change that might require management. Over the past few years there has been a reduction in the
area of saltmarsh in the estuary, so work is underway to help to prevent further loss and encourage
growth.

Saltmarsh monitoring
Resident and overwintering birds are an important feature of the estuary and the international
designations that help conserve it. Large parts of the Medina are developed, which leaves fewer
areas where birds can roost at high tide. Cowes Harbour Commission (CHC) has been working with
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust to improve habitat for use by birds at high water. This
has included the removal of scrub vegetation both within a field and along its edge to allow a clear
line of sight between the birds and the estuary. This line of site allows the birds to see danger and an
escape route and is important so they can conserve energy.

Chawton Field
Seagrass
Another important habitat within CHC’s jurisdiction is seagrass, also known as eelgrass. This
fascinating species is the only marine flowering plant and forms lush underwater meadows.

The complex ecosystem around it supports a wide range of marine wildlife. Seagrass beds
provide food and shelter for fish and other animals, from tiny invertebrates to marine
mammals and waterfowl. It is important as a nursery, spawning and refuge area for fish,
including commercial species. The plants themselves stabilise the sediment and absorb
nutrients from the surrounding seawater. Healthy seagrass beds store significant amounts
of carbon from the atmosphere, helping reduce the impact of climate change. Beds of
seagrass have been called the rainforest of the marine world!
Despite its value, seagrass is one of the most rapidly declining habitats on earth and is a
critically endangered, red-listed habitat and a UK habitat of principal importance. It is under
pressure from many of our activities, smothering from increase algal growth and climate
change.
Cowes Harbour is fortunate to have both intertidal and subtidal species of seagrass and CHC
are working with Natural England, the Green Blue and other partners on a project to try to
conserve it.
The project will:






Work on practical ways to manage the habitat for rare protected species, such as
seahorses, stalked jellyfish and seaweeds;
Be the first to collect seed and replant seagrass at this scale in England;
Provide solutions, such as Advanced Mooring Systems to reduce harm to these
seabed habitats;
Raise awareness with the boating community and encourage better care of seabed
habitats.
For more information about how you can help to protect seagrass by careful
anchoring visit The Green Blue.
To find out more about local marine life and habitats see Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust or their local project ‘Secrets of the Solent’.

Marine Protected Areas
CHC is a competent authority and a relevant authority as set out in Regulation 6 of the
Conservation of Species and Habitats Regulations 2010. This means that CHC has
responsibilities for the sites that are designated for nature conservation within and, to some
extent, adjacent to its jurisdiction.
There are four marine protected areas with components within CHC’s jurisdiction:




The Solent & Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar Site,
which both recognise the importance of the intertidal and estuarine areas for
overwintering and breeding waterfowl.
The Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC), which forms a complex of
interlinked sites of importance for a range of marine, coastal and maritime habitats.
The Solent and Dorset Coast SPA, which is designated to help protect tern feeding
areas.

The Management Scheme for the Solent sites is referred to as the Solent Marine Sites
Management Scheme (or SEMS). As a relevant authority, CHC is part of the management
group with the secretariat being provided by the Solent Forum (a Coastal Partnership). CHC
has to monitor activity within its jurisdiction and report back to the management group. The
group then looks at any potentially damaging activities, either new or increasing and if
necessary, refers them to the SEMS Natural Environment Group to develop management
measures.
For more information about our local Marine Protected Areas see Solent Forum and Natural
England.

Medina Estuary saltmarsh project
update
27 January 2021
The past year, more than any other, has shown us how important nature and the coast are for our health
and well-being. As a coastal community, many of us have a deep affection for the sea that started in
childhood and goes beyond its role in supporting our activities. It seems that there is more to this
connection as the benefits of coastal habitats are now increasingly understood to be essential to our way
of life. They absorb and bind huge amounts of carbon from the atmosphere, support flood defence and
reduce pollution whilst providing a home for wildlife. CHC is part of a project that will help to support and
enhance some of these coastal habitats so that they in turn are able to continue supporting and
enhancing our lives.
With increased understanding of the benefits of coastal habitats we now know more about the impact of
their loss. Not only do we lose the habitat’s potential to support us but also the benefit they have already
provided, for example a dying saltmarsh releases stored carbon and nutrients back into the environment.
In the Medina, we are fortunate to have some small areas of saltmarsh that are essential to the estuary
and the wildlife, but this is increasingly under threat. Through annual monitoring we have seen a
reduction in the area of saltmarsh. The rate of loss varies each year depending on different factors but
each time there is significant change the marsh becomes weaker and more difficult to stabilise and
restore. To do something about this, CHC is working with the Estuaries Project, the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency and Natural England on a project to put measures in place that
will stabilise the existing marsh and help it to re-establish in parts of the estuary.
The first phase of the saltmarsh restoration project is to work out effective and practical options for each
area of saltmarsh and start to put measures in place to help prevent any further loss. A report on the
options will be completed by late spring and it is hoped that work can begin on small scale practical
measures later this year. There will also be opportunities for larger scale, longer-term management that
could include the beneficial use of dredged material and identifying additional areas for restoration.
These will require additional funding and further discussion but could help to support the saltmarsh and
all the benefits it provides for many years to come.
Further updates on the project will be provided later this year, but for more information about saltmarsh
and habitat work in the Medina, please visit the CHC website.

